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HOMECOMING WIEEK

Mon. 11/2 - Alumni Shadow Day
Thu. 11/5 - Homecoming Carnival
Fri. 11/6 - Homecoming Showcase Rally

Fri. 11/6 - Alumni Pre-Game Reception
Santa Ana Bowl @ 6 PM

Fri. 11/6 - MD vs. Santa Margarita
Santa Ana Bowl @ 7:30 PM

Fri. 11/6 - Return To The Grotto
Immediately Following Game

Fri. 11/6 - Alumni Post-Game Reception
LeVecke Center @ 10:30 PM

Sun. 11/8 - Alumni Homecoming Mass
Mater Dei Chapel @ 10:00 AM

For Alumni event information, contact
Kathleen Kelly ‘94, Director of Alumni Relations
at (714) 850-9536 or kkelly@materdei.org
or visit www.monarchalumni.org
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For more information contact Karen Pescetti
in Mater Dei’s Performing Arts Department at
714-957-3784 or kpescetti@materdei.org or
visit us at www.materdei.org/theatre

GUIDANCE COLUMN

DATES TO REMEMBER

Celebration of Academic Excellence
7:00 PM - Le Vecke Center

Nov. 3

Nov. 5 Sophomore Parent/Student Night

7:00 PM - Le Vecke Center

Deadline for the December 12th ACT
Assessment. Register at www.ACT.org

Nov. 6

Nov. 7 SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject Tests

8:00 AM to 1:00 PM - Mater Dei

SAT Subject Language Tests with
Listening are available at the November
test date ONLY in the following
languages: Chinese, French, German,
Japanese, Korean, and Spanish.

Student Chereographed
Dance sfwugcrnsa

Saturday, N ovember 14, 2007
7:00 PM - 0Ld Gym
38 Adults - 35 Students

For more information contact Gail Milby 70
at 714-957-3783 or gmilby@materdei.org
or visit us at www.materdei.org/dance

Chiristmas
at the COrnmer

Sunday, December 6, 2009
5:00 PM - Grotto
Admission is free

Performances by Mater Dei
Band, Color Guard, Choir, Hand Bells,
Dance and Theatre
Living Nativity - Christmas Carols
Strolling Dickens Carolers - Holiday
Boutique - Cookie Bar - Hot Cocoa

Toy Drive - Benefitting
Monarchs 4 Marines. Please
bring new unwrapped toys.

For more information contact Karen Pescetti in
Mater Dei’s Performing Arts Department at at

714-957-3784 or kpescetti@materdei.org
or visit us at www.materdei.org/christmas

Nov. 18 Junior Parent/Student Night

7:00 PM - Le Vecke Center

“Making Your College Search Count”
provides high school juniors with crucial
information on how to conduct an
effective college search. This program
covers every aspect of the college search
from visiting schools to the application
process including financial aid. Please
bring your student.

Nov. 20 AP Testing Fee Deadline: $95 per exam
fee due to Ms. Wells in the Guidance
& Counseling Office. Questions or

concerns email jwells@materdei.org

Dec. 5 SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject Tests

8:00 AM to 1:00 PM - Mater Dei

Dec. 12 ACT Assessment
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM - Mater Dei

Register at www.ACT.org

Guidance Continued on page 2

Mater Dei High School in the Diocese of Orange, mindful of its mission to be witness to the love of Christ for all, believes

every person, as a child of God, regardless of race, condition, or age, has equal dignity and an inalienable right to an education.
Therefore, no qualified student will be denied admission to this school on the basis of sex, race, color, or national origin.



Guidance Continued from page 1

The Common Application: Used by hundreds of colleges and universities, even Harvard accepts
it. You can obtain a common application at the following website, www.commonapp.org

College Applications: The 23 California State Universities (CSU), including Long Beach, San
Diego, Fullerton, San Luis Obispo, etc., request all seniors to apply online at www.csumentor.
edu, October 1 through November 30.

The 9 University of California (UC) campuses also request seniors to apply online at www.
universityofcalifornia.edu, November 1 through November 30. Seniors are to self-report grades
using an unofficial transcript. Seniors do not send an official transcript to the UC campuses at
this time.

Fee Waivers: CSU and UC college application fee waivers and are available in the Guidance
Office for those students who qualify.

Catholic Universities: For more information visit www.catholiccollegesonline.org and for the
Jesuit Universities, visit www.ajcunet.edu.

COLLEGE AND CAREER RESOURCE CENTER

Cal State and UC Applications are due this month!

The filing period for University of California campuses is November 1-30. The
Initial Filing Period for Cal State Universities ends November 30 as well. All UC and
Cal State applications should be filled out online. Their websites are:

UC - http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/undergrad_adm/apply/
apply_online.html and CSU - www.csumentor.edu. These websites are great
sources of information about the universities as well, so students of all grade
levels are encouraged to check them out.

Early Action and Early Decision Applications

Many Early Action and Early Decision applications are due this month, too.
Remember, Early Decision is “binding” meaning that if you get accepted to that
school, you MUST attend that college and withdraw your application from every
other school you are applying to. Early Action lets you apply and get a decision
early, but you'll still have until May 1 to decide whether or not you want to attend
that college. If you are not sure if you should apply early, see Ms. Castro to talk
about your options.

Career Research - I-Search Term Papers

Sophomore students are hard at work writing term papers on a career of their
choice for their English classes and will soon be looking for adults to interview
for their research. If you would be interested in being interviewed by a Mater
Dei student about your line of work, please contact Myra Castro at mcastro@
materdei.org so we can add you to our database. We are always looking for
members of the Mater Dei community who are willing to share their experiences
with young people.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR SENIORS

If you still don’t know where you are applying for college or what you are doing
after graduation, you need to see your counselor or Ms. Castro in the College
and Career Center ASAP to develop a plan of attack for the coming year. Time is
running out - don’t wait any longer!

Be sure to check out our College and Career Planning website for more specific
“Things to do this month” for each grade level, and information on scholarships,
financial aid, and other good college search websites. For additional info, please
contact Ms. Castro in the College and Career Center at mcastro@materdei.org or
(714) 850-9561.

Muth Family Learning Center
Need More Hours In Your Day?

A common challenge for all the busy students at Mater Dei
is that there is not enough time during the day and night
to get all course work completed on time. It is interesting,
however, that the busiest students on campus tend to do
very well in school. So how can that be?

Time management is about looking at the time one has
and making the most of it. For example, many students
will “sleep in” on Wednesday mornings. If they had a job
that began at 7:30 AM, they could not sleep in. Being in
school is like a job. Many students see lunch time as their
social time. Perhaps a couple of lunch times a week could
allow a % hour study period in the Library or Learning
Center. | see students finding a quiet spot on campus
to practice flash cards or reviewing notes before school
and during lunch. Even with busy after school schedules
students can find islands of time. The choice can be to
socialize and wait for an activity to begin, or to take 20
minutes, here and there, to get organized (make a to do
list), review or recopy notes, make flash cards, etc. Rather
than walking to a place to get a snack, bring one from
home and get started on work due while eating. If text
and phone time is cut in half, how much time would that
free up? There is nothing like a study group for science,
math, history, English, religion, and world languages to
get over rough patches.

While coaches and moderators want your full attention
during activities and practices, it is up to you to prioritize
your academic work. Mater Dei is a big team here to
support your success. So pick a trusted adult on campus
and find time and places to plan, start and/or complete
assignments. You will surprise yourself and feel proud of
your efforts. Like Nike: “Just Do It!”

Invest in your personal growth, come discover all that the
Muth Family Learning Center has to offer you. For more
info, please call (714) 641-3694. Marilyn Wilson, Director
or JoAnn McCune, Teacher.

PERFORMING ARTS UPCOMING EVENTS

November 2009
Nov. 4 Concordia Choir Festival, 11:30-5:30 at Concordia
Nov. 6 Dance Elementary Football Half-time Performance
Nov. 13 Choir Friends Festival at San Francisco Solano Church
Nov. 14 Dance Showcase at Mater Dei - Old Gym
Nov. 14 Choir Voice Recital at Mater Dei
Nov. 14 Marching Band Tournament at Edison, Huntington Beach

Nov. 20, 21,22  Marching Band WBA Championships at Fresno
Nov. 22 Cheer UCA Regional at UCI Bren Center

For more information on any of these events, please contact Mater Dei’s
Performing Arts Department at (714) 957-3784

WEB CALENDAR LINKS

School Calendar

SPORTS SCHEDULE LINKS

Football

Cross Country
Girls Golf

Girls Tennis
Girls Volleyball
Boys Waterpolo

The Lumen is a publication of Mater Dei High School’s
Advancement & Alumni Office. For front page
advertisement space (school events only), please contact
Lisa Mendiaz ‘86, Director of Special Events & Publications
at Imendiaz@materdei.org or (714) 850-9527.




Mater-Bei Bigh School

8™ GRADE STUDENT VISIT DAY

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2009
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Check-in‘will begin at 8:30 a.m. in the Meruelo Athletic Center

Don’t miss this important opportunity to visit the Mater Dei campus for a very special
program featuring MD students. Program highlights include:

Student Speakers On: Performances By:
Academics Mater Dei Band
Activities Dance Teams
Athletics Pep Squad 2
Campus Ministry Chamber Singers
Student Life Theatre Arts

Student led campus tours and much more!

All students must be accompanied by a parent or adult chaperone.
For questions, please contact the Mater Dei Office of Advancement at (714) 850-9532.
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Mater Dei is supporting
SPIN (Serving People In Need),
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Kids Works and Santa Ana American Red Cross
parishes. Together, we can save a life
SHOPPING LIST/WISH LIST:
Grocery Gift Cards, Peanut Butter, Wednesday, November 18
Canned Tuna, Boxed Potatoes, Rice, Mater Dei - 0ld Gym

Soups, Canned Vegetables, Jelly, Canned

Meats, Baby Food, Canned Fruit, Mac-N-
Cheese Sponsored by Mater Dei’s

Red €ross €lub
EARN SPIRIT POINTS:

One spirit point for every gift card or
brown grocery bag filled and delivered
to Campus Ministry by November 23.




Students of the Month

Estefania  Pedroza, November '
Student of the Month, has excelled
at academics while at Mater Dei and
is a National Hispanic Recognition
Program Finalist.  The National
Hispanic  Recognition  Program
is a College Board program that
provides national recognition of the
exceptional academic achievements
of Hispanic high school seniors,
and identifies academically
well-prepared Hispanic high
school seniors for postsecondary
institutions.

She carries a 4.22 GPA and has
taken many AP and Honors classes
including AP Spanish Literature, AP
US History, AP English Literature,
AP American Government, Honors
English 1, 1l and Ill, Honors Biology
and Honors Spanish 111

Estefania Pedroza

Campus life is a wonderful way to capture all that Mater Dei has to offer.
Estefania is involved in ASB, Academic Decathlon, National Honor Society and
California Scholarship Federation. A tennis player since she was a very young
child, Estefania has enjoyed being a four year member of the Mater Dei girls’
tennis program. She has played the last three years as a member of our
varsity girls’ tennis team. The team just finished Trinity League in 3rd place
and has advanced to team CIF playoffs.

Community service is a vital part of the Mater Dei way of life as well as
a graduation requirement. Estefania has volunteered her time with the
Mater Dei Special Games, Race for the Cure, coaching tennis and tutoring.
She says “My favorite service project was definitely coaching tennis
because | got to work so closely with younger kids and teach them a sport
and skill that has been such a big part of my life and that | have always
loved.”

At this time of year, our seniors are busy completing their college
applications. Estefania’s list of colleges that she is considering includes
NYU, UCLA, UC Berkley, Brown, Duke, Columbia, UCSB, and UC Santa Cruz.
She is planning to major in Pre Law, English and Hispanic Studies.

When asked to reflect back on her favorite Mater Dei memory, Estefania
had this to say: “My favorite Mater Dei memory has been joining the
Mater Dei Academic Decathlon team, because it truly showed me how
much diversity there is at Mater Dei, and it has blessed me with many
lifelong friends.” Asked about her Mater Dei experience, she said “My
experience at Mater Dei has been very versatile, allowing me to meet
new people and learn so many new things, not only in the classroom but
outside of it as well.”

Estefania lives in Tustin with her parents Maria Soto and Antonio Alvarez
and brother Tony, Jr.

Jake  Pellegrini, November
Student of the Month is an
amazing  scholar,  musician
and leader and has earned
recognition as National Merit
Semi-finalist.

Having taken AP European
History, AP Government,
AP Biology, AP Calculus, AP
Physics, AP English, AP US
History, Honors Wind Ensemble,
Honors English 1, Il, 1ll, Honors
Spanish I, 1l, Ill, Honors
Chemistry, Honors Biology, Jake
carries a 4.63 GPA. He is also
a member of National Honor
Society, California Honor Society
and Top Ten GPA.

)
Jake Pellegrini

While at Mater Dei, Jake has been involved in many activities and has had
a very busy campus life. He is an awesome trumpet player and four year
member of the Marching Band and Jazz Ensemble. Jake has been active in
ASB serving as a Daily, Social and Special Events Commissioner and Campus
Ministry Commissioner.

Community Service plays a big part in Jake’s life. He has worked hard to
achieved the Eagle Scout Rank in Boy Scouts. Being awarded an Eagle Scout
has always carried with it a special significance, not only in Scouting but also
as a young man enters higher education, business or industry and community
service. The award is a performance-based achievement whose standards
have been well maintained over the years. His Eagle Scout project was
building 12 backpack racks at his parish school. He played trumpet at various
band events including Special Games, Race for the Cure and the Balboa Island
Parade. Jake also volunteered his time at Mater Dei summer camp for Urban
Compass. He has worked as a camp counselor for an aquatics camp at the
Newport Sea Base teaching young scouts canoeing and kayaking for the past
two summers. “My favorite project was planning my Eagle Scout project
because | saw the immediate benefit to my elementary school, Our Lady
Queen of Angels School” said Jake.

College bound in just a few short months, Jake is considering Notre Dame,
Villanova, Stanford and Yale. He would like to major in science or math.

Jake is @ member of Our Lady Queen of Angels Church in Newport Beach
where he is an altar server and has been a lector, bible camp counselor, and
youth ministry leader.

Reflecting back on his time at Mater Dei Pelligrini states, “My favorite Mater
Dei memory was traveling to Hawaii as a sophomore to perform with the Wind
Ensemble. | enjoyed relaxing with my friends in such a beautiful location. Our
performance was an experience I'll never forget. | learned over my four years
that Mater Dei is truly a nurturing environment. | am especially glad that |
got involved with Campus Ministry. The four years flew by and I’'m excited to
experience the opportunities that college will provide.”

Jake lives in Newport Beach with his parents Steve and Anne Pellegrini. Jake’s
brother Nick graduated from Mater Dei in 2009 and is currently attending
Notre Dame.







